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HOMEMAKERS'  CHAT 


Thursday,  September  15,  1938 
(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 


Subject:  "STORAGE  PLACES  IMPROVED."  Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Engineering,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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"The  "beauty  of  the  house  is  order; 
The  blessing  of  the  house  is  contentment; 
And  the  glory  of  the  house  is  hospitality." 

Homemakers,  I  give  you  today  the  old  house-motto  that  hangs  by  my  front 
door.     I  hope  you  like  it  as  much  as  I  do.    My  feeling  is  that  while  contentment 
and  hospitality  may  perhaps  be  possible  without  the  order  that  is  also  beauty, 
they  are  much  easier  to  achieve  when  "there's  a  place  for  everything,  and  every- 
thing's in  its  place." 

I  heard  recently  that  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Engineering  was  working 
with  the  home  economists  on  the  problem  of  more  and  better  storage  places  in 
homes,  so  I  ventured  to  put  a  question  to  Mr.  Ashby,  chief  of  the  Division  of 
Structures  of  that  bureau.     I  have  his  answer  here.    My  question  was  this: 


"Don't  you  think  that  the  modern  automobile  trailer  is  a  marvel  of  ship- 
shape and  ingenious  use  of  space  which  we  might  well  copy  in  our  homes?"  His 
answer: 


"Your  suggestion  as  to  ship-shape  storage  in  a  trailer  is  good  as  far  as 
it  goes.     The  very  word  'ship-shape'  is  the  key  to  good  storage  planning  —  that 
is,  using  a  minimum  of  space  for  arranging  a  maximum  of  possessions  for  easier 
access  and  use.     On  a  boat,  whether  large  or  small,  as  well  as  on  a  trailer, 
every  available  inch  of  space  is  skillfully  utilized  for  little  closets,  small 
drawers  or  lockers,  as  well  as  for  folding  shelves,  beds  like  sleeping  car  berths, 
or  pull-out  tables. 


"However,  even  in  a  snail  house,  there's  no  necessity  for  compressing  our 
possessions  to  the  point  required  on  a  boat  or  a  trailer,  but  house  builders  are 
adapting  some  of  the  ideas  you  mention  for  using  odd  spaces  advantageously,  and 
working  out  others  more  suited  to  permanent  homes.   .Eor  instance,  there  are  often 
spaces  under  the  eaves,  under  staircases,  and  under  windows  which  can  be  used 
for  odd-shaped  closets,  bookshelves,  or  built-in  drawers. 

"On  the  ground  floor,  housekeepers  with  ideals  of  order  often  have  to  con- 
tend with  members  of  the  family  who  thoughtlessly  drop  their  belongings  the  minute 
they  come  in  the  house.     Coats,  caps,  rubbers,  school-books,  roller  skates,  base- 
ball bats  and  other  out-door  recreational  equipment  are  scattered  about  when  there 
are -not  suitably  located  places  for  keeping  such  things.    A  cupboard  under  the 
stairs  in  which  skates,  rubbers,  and  galoshes  could  be  stored  —  a  built-in  chest 
or  shelves  under  the  hall  window  —  are  suggestions  for  remedying  this  kind  of 
disorder. 
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"When  we  think  about  improving  storage  places  in  a  home  we  can  check  over 
what  has  to  he  stored:     clothing  of  all  kinds;  household  and  garden  equipment  and 
supplies;  food  for  immediate  and  future  use;  recreational  equipment  for  indoors 
and  out-doors.    Quite  a  list,  especially  when  you  break  it  down  into  the  different 
kinds  of  articles  under  each  head.     For  example,  household  equipment  and  supplies 
may  include  blankets,  sheets,  pillow  cases,  towels,  cleaning  implements  and  sup- 
plies, dishes  and  glasses,  electrical  conveniences,  kitchen  utensils,  sewing 
accessories.    Each  of  these  groups  of  things  requires  its  own  kind  of  storage 
place. 

"Architects  now  recognize  that  it  is  more  expensive  in  the  long  run  to  alter 
rooms  and  add  storage  places  than  to  design  them  for  convenience  as  part  of  the 
original  house  plans.    But  if  a  house  has  been  standing  for  some  time  and  storage 
arrangements  are  found  to  be  inadequate  there  is  always  something  that  can  be  done 
to  improve  matters. 

"Houses  built  30  to  50  years  ago  seem  particularly  lacking  in  bed-room 
closets.    Perhaps  people  kept  their  clothes  in  portable  wardrobes.    Probably  they 
had  fewer  kinds  of  garments  than  we  do  now.     When  you  stop  to  think  through  cloth- 
ing storage  needs,  a  closet  for  each  bed- room  is  a  necessity,  or  even  one  for  each 
person;  then  a  coat  closet  on  the  ground  floor  is  usually  needed.    A  farm  family 
may  wish  to  have  two  kinds  of  coat  closets,-  one  toward  the  back  of  the  house  for 
work  clothes,  and  one  more  centrally  located  for  coats  worn  to  town,  to  church, 
or  to  social  gatherings. 

"All  closets  where  long  garments  are  kept  need  a  pole  for  hangers  so  that 
garments  are  not  wrinkled  or  crushed,  and  also  so  that  any  article  can  be  taken  out 
without  disturbing  any  others. 

"When  bed-rooms  are  unheated,  or  there  is  a  sleeping  porch,  a  warm  combin- 
.••ation  dressing-room  and  clothes  closet  is  very  comfortable  and  convenient.     In  an 
old  house,  it  might  be  possible  to  make  over  a  snail,  little-used  room  to  serve 
in  this  way. 

"Space  for  additional  closets  for  two  adjoining  bed-rooms  may  sometimes 
be  taken  from  one  of  the  rooms  by  building  a  partition  parallel  to  the  dividing 
wall.     The  space  thus  obtained  will  make  two  good-sized  closets,  or  even  permit 
a  third  one,  for  linen,  opening  into  the  hall.     Corner  closets  are  good  provided 
the  diagonal  doors  are  set  on  in  such  a  way  that  shelves  may  be  placed  at  right 
angles  in  the  closet  and  a  hanger  rod  set  under  one  of  them. 

"The  housewife  has  other  clothing  to  store  besides  everyday  garments  and 
coats.     What's  to  be  done  with  hats,  shoes,  and  out-of-season  clothing?  Existing 
closets  can  be  considerably  improved  by  means  of  shoe  racks,  shelves  for  hats, 
sliding  trays  for  folded  articles.    Low  hooks  and  shelves  adapt  the  closet  for 
children. 

"Probably  food  storage  is  better  provided  for  in  older  houses  than  clothing 
storage.     Canning  and  preserving  closets  in  basements,  smoked  neat  rooms,  vege- 
table cellars  and  so  on  have  always  been  used  on  farms.    Better  arrangements, 
perhaps,  are  now  seen  in  the  kitchen,  where  food  for  immediate  use  is  kept.  For 
the  most  part  the  improvement  is  in  having  things  more  accessible,  closer  to  work 
centers. " 

That's  all  of  Mr.  Ashby's  letter.     I  hope  later  to  be  able  to  tell  you  about 

some  of  the  special  closets  that  have  been  suggested. 
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